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Dominant Species Combined Density
0-5% 5-15% 15-25% 25-50% 50-75% 75-100%

Acacia cyclops 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.7
Acacia mearnsii 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.6 1.0
Acacia melanoxylon 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.6 1.0
Acacia saligna 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.6 1.0
Pinus spp 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.6
Pinus spp (with >15% Acacia) n/a n/a n/a 0.2 0.4 0.8
Hakea 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.6
Eucalyptus spp 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.6 1.0
Paraserianthes lophantha 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.9
Lantana camara / Rubus spp 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.9
Solanum 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.7
Ricinus communis (Castor-oil) 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.7
Leptospermum laevigatum 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.8
Cestrum laevigatum 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.8
Grass 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.6 1.0
Other spp woody sprouter (rural residential) 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.6 1.0

0.0 = no biodiversity "cost" i.e. biodiversity value 100% intact
1.0 = no biodiversity value at all �
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Cape Lowland Alluvial Vegetation CR CR All All
Eastern Coastal Shale Band Vegetation VU EN All  
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Garden Route Shale Fynbos VU CR All  
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CBA MAP 
CATEGORY CRITERIA DEFINING THE CATEGORY 

Protected 
Areas 

Formal Protected Areas  
a) Terrestrial  

�  Nature Reserves and National Parks (protected by th e National Environment 
Management: Protected Areas Act 57 of 2003). 

�  Forest Nature Reserves (declared in terms of the Na tional Forest Act 84 of 1998). 
�  Ramsar Sites (protected by the Ramsar Convention). 
�  Mountain Catchment Areas (declared in terms of the Mountain Catchment Area Act 63 of 

1970). 
�  World Heritage Sites (declared in terms of the Worl d Heritage Convention Act 49 of 1999). 

b) Marine  
·  Marine Protected Areas (protected by the National E nvironment Management: Protected 

Areas Act (57 of 2003) or Marine Living Resources A ct (107 of 1998). 
Critical 
Biodiversity 
Areas 
 

Any terrestrial, freshwater aquatic or marine area required to meet biodiversity pattern and/or 
process thresholds  
a) Any area that is required for meeting biodiversi ty pattern thresholds, namely: 

�  Remaining areas of Critically Endangered habitat ty pes. 
�  Special habitats (areas required to protect special  species and habitats). 
�  Listed Threatened Ecosystems in terms of the Nation al Biodiversity Act (10 of 2004). 
�  Remaining areas protected by the National Forest Ac t (84 of 1998). 

b) Any area that is required for meeting ecological  process thresholds including: 
�  Ecological or landscape corridors (comprising uplan d-lowland, river, coastal and sand-

movement corridors) 
c) Hydrological process areas (estuaries, wetlands,  important catchment areas). 
d) All 'best design' sites (largest, most intact, l east disturbed, connected and/or adjacent) in terms  
of meeting pattern and process thresholds. 'Best de sign' refers to an identified network of natural 
sites that meet pattern and process thresholds in a ll vegetation types in a spatially efficient and 
ecologically robust way, and aim to avoid conflict with other activities (e.g. economic activity) 
where it is possible to achieve biodiversity thresh olds elsewhere. 
 

Ecological 
Support Areas  
 
 

Supporting zone required to prevent degradation of Critical Biodiversity Areas and Protected 
Areas.  
a) Areas required to prevent degradation of Critica l Biodiversity Areas and formal Protected 

Areas.  
b) Remaining catchment and other process areas (riv er, fire, etc) that are required to prevent 

degradation of Critical Biodiversity Areas and form al Protected Areas. 
c) Areas that are already transformed or degraded g, but which are currently or potentially still 

important for supporting ecological processes e.g. transformed or alien plant infested areas 
that have transformed or degraded the natural buffe r area of a wetland or river. These areas 
are a focus for rehabilitation, and the intensifica tion of land-use should be avoided. 

Other Natural 
Areas  

Natural areas not included in the above categories.  

No Natural 
Areas 
Remaining 

These areas include cultivated areas (intensive agr iculture), afforested areas (plantation forestry), 
farmland (areas that have been farmed in the past),  mined areas (currently or in the past), urban 
areas, infrastructure, dams and areas under coastal  development.  
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DESIRED 
MANAGEMENT 
OBJECTIVE�  
 

Maintain natural land. 
Rehabilitate degraded to natural 
or near natural and manage for 

no further degradation.�
 

Maintain 
ecological 
processes 

Sustainable Management 
within general rural land-

use principles  

Sustainable Management 
within general rural land-
use principles. Favoured 
areas for development.   

 
�



���������	�
���
��������
���
����
�����
���
��
� �> �

1.(  �
�
��
��
��	�
���
�����-�
�5���4�
�����-��
�����
� ��
�
&����7��

9
�� ��
� 5�
���
������ ���
����� ��
��$� ���
��� �
����� ��
�
��
�� ��
��$� ��������� 	�
���
������ ��
��� ����
/�
�
������"���
�����
��$���
�����
���
�����
�5

�� ���
��
��5����
�!
���
�������
�
���;5F
����
�
������
���)
����������
������������
�
���
���
����� ����
��
��5�
���
������G��5�
�0H+�'��;��
��(�������
��
��� ���� (
� (������� ��
�� �
�������$� �
�
�
��
��� �� ��
���
�� ��
���� ��)
� ���� �
��
��� ���
�
�
����
����
�� ���� ����� �
����� ��� ��������5�
� �
�
�
 ��
��+� '�� �� ��
�
�
�� �
�
�
��
��� ��� 5
�
���
��
���5���
��
$��������
���
����5
�
5����
����
���� 
���
���������������������������!
�
�
��
���
����
���
��G!/�!�$������
�H+��
�



���������	�
���
��������
���
����
�����
���
��
� �0 �

�

��5�
�0 ��
�
��
��
��5�
���
�����6�
�����5�
�����6� �
�����
���
�������*��

KEY: Biodiversity sector land -use recommendations  
·  Yes = Encouraged;  
·  No = Discouraged;  
·  Restricted = Land-use possible under strict controls in order to avoid impacts on biodiversity. 
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Formal Protected 
Areas 

Critical Biodiversity 
Areas 

Ecological 
Support Areas 

Other Natural Areas 
 

No Natural Areas 
Remaining 

 

DESIRED MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE:  �  Maintain natural land. 
Rehabilitate degraded 

to natural or near 
natural and manage for 
no further degradation. 

Maintain natural land. 
Rehabilitate 

degraded to natural 
or near natural and 

manage for no further 
degradation. 

Maintain 
ecological 
processes 

Sustainable 
Management within 
general rural land-

use principles  

Sustainable 
Management within 
general rural land-

use principles. 
Favoured areas 

for development.  

PSDF SPATIAL PLANNING CATEGORY: �  
 
LAND-USE ACTIVITY 
�¯̄̄̄  

 Core 1 Core 1 Core 2 

Buffer 1 or 2  
at the discretion of 
Town and Regional 

Planners 

Intensive Agriculture 
and Settlement 

1) CONSERVATION 

LAND-USE 
GOVERNED BY THE 

NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

MANAGEMENT: 
PROTECTED AREAS 
ACT (NEMPAA)  AND 
A PROTECTED AREA 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Yes Yes 

REFER TO THE PROVINCIAL RURAL 
LAND-USE PLANNING AND 

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES2 FOR 
GUIDANCE IN IDENTIFYING 

APPROPRIATE LAND-USE ACTIVITIES 
 

ALWAYS MANAGE FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT WHEN CONSIDERING 

LAND and WATER RESOURCE USE 
APPLICATIONS IN NATURAL AREAS 

2a) AGRICULTURE -HIGH IMPACT : 
Intensive Agriculture  
(includes forestry plantation and space 
extensive agricultural enterprises) 

No No 

2b) AGRICULTURE - LOW IMPACT: 
Extensive Agriculture Restricted Yes 

3) HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
Restricted Restricted 

4a) RURAL HOUSING: 
Low Density Rural Housing (Consolidation of 
rural erven for conservation)  

Restricted Restricted 

4b) RURAL HOUSING: 
On-Farm Workers Settlement No Restricted 

5a)TOURIST and RECREATIONAL 
FACILITIES  - LOW IMPACT: Lecture rooms, 
restrooms, restaurants, gift shops and outdoor 
recreation 

Restricted Restricted 

5b) TOURIST and RECREATIONAL 
FACILITIES - HIGH IMPACT: Golf , polo, and 
housing eco-estates  

No No 

6a) RURAL BUSINESS:  
Place Bound Restricted Restricted 

6b) RURAL BUSINESS:  
Non Place Bound No No 

7) RURAL INDUSTRY 
No No 

8) SMALL HOLDINGS  
 No No 

9) COMMUNITY FACILITIES and 
INSTITUTIONS No No 

10) INFRASTRUCTURE INSTALLATIONS 
 Restricted Restricted 

11a) SETTLEMENT:  
Existing Settlements (Urban Expansion) No No 

11b) SETTLEMENT:  
New Settlements  No No 
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